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   Living in a small, rural county provides residents a wealth of benefits and pleasures – many are realized only through experiencing. True, minor things take on greater meaning, and sometimes get totally blown out of proportion. 

   Gilpin County’s weekend forest fire in Golden Gate Canyon, believed to be caused by a lightening strike, was reached by the County’s diligent and dedicated fire fighters when the size was about one third of an acre, according to reports by the Denver media. Such diligent efforts in an area accessible reportedly only by foot is greatly appreciated by residents, especially on the heels of the Lower North Fork fire. 

   Now, under the heading of taking on greater meaning, news arrived in the county newspaper that Gilpin County’s registered voter list reveals 6,061 registered voters! The problem that jumps out about that figure is the latest U.S. Census shows the total population of Gilpin County at 5,604. 
   The explanation from the County Clerk and Recorder is that Colorado’s Secretary of State refuses to allow deletion of inactive voters regardless of the number of returned mail attempts at contact. 

   The Secretary of State seems obviously devoid, or just refuses to recognize the danger of ballots being mailed, and the real potential for fraud. 

   Gilpin’s Board of County Commissioners and the Community Development Department are hard at work accommodating Gilpin’s burgeoning medical marijuana industry. A work session was held on April 24th “to discuss options regarding medical marijuana dispensaries, grow facilities and infused product manufacturing facilities.”  

   Yes, there is a moratorium in place on such things. Yes, a new law goes into effect on July 1st. Yes, there is that November ballot initiative. Yes, growth and sale of marijuana is still illegal under federal law – a fact that all the pushers of the medical marijuana industry totally ignore, and so does Gilpin’s Board of County Commissioners. 
   It is beyond confounding to this writer the manner in which the medical marijuana issue has always been dealt with by Gilpin’s elected officials. The Board of County Commissioners refused to follow the law when licensing dispensaries was placed on their agenda. The proper, legal solution would have been to state emphatically:  “Go away, come again another day when the growing and selling of marijuana is no longer a violation of federal law.”  Point-of-information: Federal law makes no distinction as to the intended use – medical or recreational. 

   But no, Gilpin’s Board of County Commissioners did not have the backbone to stand up to the drug crowd, and thus Gilpin has the situation existing today, with all onboard going their merry way as though the product being dealt with is cupcakes or apple pie! Such a matter of public policy should have been put to a vote of the people. 

   Regardless of the law(s) passed in Colorado and its attempted disguise as “medical marijuana,” state law does not trump federal law. For those unaware, when banning dispensaries and grow operations was put to a vote in Fort Collins, the ban won out and all dispensaries were forced to close in 90 days. The City of Fort Collins once had 20 dispensaries. 

   Should you still be on the side of free enterprise and aiding those in such excruciating pain, listen to statistics provided by State Senator Steve King (R-Mesa) in an op ed article to the Denver Post: 
· studies on the effects of THC indicate that if a driver has greater than one nanogram/ml, they are impaired;

· if a driver has between two and five nanograms/ml in their system, even if they are a chronic user, they are six to seven times more likely to crash than a sober driver; 

· while chronic users can compensate for some effects, they can never fully compensate for all effects of THC while driving; 

· marijuana users driving a motor vehicle on the streets and highways of Colorado while under the influence of THC are a clear and present danger to the innocent traveling public; 

· the number of marijuana-impaired drivers who caused fatal crashes more than doubled from 2.9 percent to 7 percent between 2006 and 2010;
· in 53 percent of fatal crashes caused by an impaired driver, the driver tested positive for cannabis; and

· Steven Ryan was convicted of DUI vehicular homicide for the 2010 deaths of a mother and her two-week-old child in Aurora; Ryan had 4 nanograms of THC and no other substances in his system.
   Additional ominous figures point to how out-of-control the valid cardholders idea is: 

June 2011 – 
     California’s voluntary marijuana registry     9,637

December 2011 – Colorado’s mandatory marijuana registry
82,089
Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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